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ONE CASE OF PAPERS BEING WITHDRAWN 


Dr. Stephen D. Bryen. deputy asaistant 
secretary of defense for International trade 
and security policy, leaned back in hla leather 
chair In his fourth-floor office at the Penta- 
' gon. 

’’Yes, 1 was involved in having the six pa- 
. pers withdrawn from the International Con- 
I ference on Permafrost last July.** 

* He pointed to a huge map of the world cov- 
J ering virtually an entire wall of his office. 

I "Look up there,** he said, pointing to the 
1 Siberian region of the Soviet Union. "You see 
j that? Did you know that the Russians have 
i serious problems maintaining their military 
; facilities in that area?" 
j He turned from the map. 

I "There were several Russians at the con- 
ference.** 

Bryen thumbed through a file on the con- 
ference. which was in Fairbanks. Alaska. 

"Look at the titles of the papers we had 
withdrawn: they deal with the maintenance 
of airfields and roads on permafrost: with 
pipeline construction: with the performance 
of off-road vehicles on tundra terrain. 

"Can you Imagine having Defense Depart- 
ment-sponsored scientists briefing the Rus- 
i slans on how to maintain their airfields in Si- 
beria? 

"Those papers came out of the Army Corps 
of Engineers* Cold Regions and Engineering 
Laboratory,** he said, adding that the Defense 


Department, as a sponsor of the work, had ev* 
ery right to order the papers not be presented * 
at the conference. . * ’ 

Dr. Lloyd Breslau, technical director of the 
laboratory, prefers to look at the positive side: 
*The fact that six papers were deemed to be 
sensitive or classified doesn*t detract from' the 
fact that we were able to go ahead with 23 
other presentations. I*m (kllghted that we 
were able to disseminate that much Informa- 
tion.*’ 

But other scientists Involved in the confer- 
ence are not persuaded 

**The papers Involved no classified Infor- 
mation." said Dr, Timothy Hushen. of the Na- 
tional Research Council. *‘Wc were never giv- 
en any official explanation for the papers' 
withdrawal. The authors were quite dis- • 
tressed. * .•* 

**It*s difllcult to say what security issues : 
might have been Involved.** he concludedi. 

Said Prof. Robert D. Miller, a soil physicist 
at Cornell University who was on the commit- 
tee that selected papers for presentation at the 
conference: "From what 1 know of those pa- 
pers. the value of them to any potent^il adver- 
sary Is quite limited. In fact. I would guess peo- 
ple in USSR have been investigating the same 
matters for a longer time and in more places 
than we have.** 

Miller emphasized In a telephone Interview 
th&t hisjud^ent la not that of a military per- 
son. but he said. "The pertinence of any de- 


tails to any military security la something 
someone would have to explain to me. 1 
thought they were quite routine reports.** 

Miller said he was especially twthered by 
the chilling effect the suppression of unclassi- 
fied scientific papers would have on young sci- 
entists. 

**A civilian lab like the Cold Regions Re- 
search Lab has a national and worldwide 
reputation for scientific excellence,** he said.* 
"This is because It has always provided a situ- 
ation In which genuine scientists work on 
problems with a genuine scientific approach, 
and with the expectation of being able to pub- 
lish their findings - Insofar as tl^ are not on 
classified matters.** 

Now, in light of what happened at the Per- 
'mafrost Conference. Miller added. "1. myself, 
would hesitate to suggest to a young scientist 
that he Join a Defense [>cpartincnt lab" be- 
‘ cause of the fear that "arbitrary decisions 
may be made . . . the feeling that there might 
be capricious or inrelvant reasons for denying 
publication of something that had scientific 
merit and negligible security implications. 

"That would be a chilling prospect for a 
young scientist and would dama^ the na- 
tion's Defense establlshmeqi in long run be- 
cause of the prospect of losing the ability to 
attract the high quality staff they've always 
been able to attract." 


-ROSS GELBSPAN__ 


